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Humblebees and Rhododendron nudiflorum.

In the April number of the Botanical Gazette, mention is made by

Gilbert van Ingen of the manner in which humblebees extract honey
from Petunias. A similar instance has been presented to my attention

in the case of Rhododejidron nudiflorum. The humblebees uniformly
alighted upon the limb of the corolla, and, crawling along the upper or

inner side of the tube nearly to the calyx, punctured the corolla just

above the ovary, and through the hole thus made, extracted the nectar.

During the time I observed them, none attempted to obtain the honey in

the legitimate method. To such an extent had these marauders carried

their ravages, that it was with difficulty that a fully opened flower could

be found on the whole bush that was not punctured. At the same time,

however, several lepidoptera were observed extracting the nectar in the

legitimate manner. E. R. Memmixger.
Flat Rock, N. C.

Autumnal blooming of Oxalis.

I have just read ( in the May Gazette ) Professor Thomson's account
ot the autumnal blooming of Oxalis. I observed the same thing in an

entirely undisturbed locality. Fetween Silesia and Crystal City, in Jef-

erson county, Mo., there is a sandy rock about two miles in length, and
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Letter to Botanical Club of A. A. A. S.
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